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CASE DESCRIPTION

INTRODUCTION
Hypercalcemia is a known complication of solid organ 
malignancies and less commonly of hematologic 
malignancies. Here, we present a case where it is the 
presenting symptom of lymphoma and show that it 
unfortunately carries a very poor prognosis.

• 82-year-old male with a history of MI with CABG and 
peripheral vascular disease 

• Presented for vascular eval of a chronic non-healing ulcer

• Admit labs with a calcium of 12.9 mg/dl and ionized calcium 
of 1.77 mmol/L

• Further history noted a 30lb weight loss over three months, 
no symptoms of hypercalcemia, and no excessive vitamin A or 
calcium intake

• Workup included low PTH, mildly elevated PTHrP and 
calcitriol, and normal SPEP

• PET and EGD results as shown

• Pathology as shown, consistent with diffuse large B-cell lymphoma

IMPLICATIONS

DISCUSSION

Hypercalcemia occurs in about a quarter of people with B-cell 
lymphoma and is a poor prognostic factor. While hypercalcemia is 
a more common presenting sign of other malignancies, this case 
suggests that lymphoma should be kept on the differential.

Hypercalcemia can occur in 23% of B-cell lymphoma cases. It is rarely 
the only presenting finding. More often seen is an enlarging lymph 
node or mass with B-type symptoms of fatigue, fever, and weight loss.

Hypercalcemia occurs due to direct secretion of PTHrP or extra-
renal production of calcitriol; both were elevated in our patient.

Hypercalcemia in DLBCL is a poor prognostic indicator and 
associated with more aggressive disease.

Highly proliferative B-cells seen on the pathology PET with a hypermetabolic gastric lining and (not shown) 
hypermetabolic pancreatic/gastric lymph nodes

Large, fungative, ulcerated mass within the stomach viewed from the GE junction (left) and gastric body (right)
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