
  
Pre-licensure Nursing Student Guidance 

SCL Health, Denver Care Sites 
 

Skill Performance 
 
The following are minimum expectations in Patient Care Areas 

• Wash/gel hands when entering and exiting a patient room 
• Answer call lights 
• Promptly communicate changes in assessment of patient condition  
• Complete hourly rounds 
• Document all patient care delivered 
• Provide a verbal hand off (report) to the oncoming RN at the end of the shift 

 
With the direct, visual supervision of the Preceptor/Instructor/Clinical Scholar: 
 

STUDENTS DO: 
Hang routine IV fluids  
Flush IVs, including heparin flushes 
Change IV tubing 
Change wound and IV dressings 
Draw blood 
Monitor patient responses to patient-controlled analgesia (PCA) 
Monitor blood transfusions 
Start or discontinue a peripheral IV w/routine fluids 
Insert/care for nasogastric (NG) tubes 
Point of Care (POC) blood glucose 

 
Medication Administration 
 
The first instance of medication administration by students must be with the direct, visual supervision, in the 
presence of the Preceptor/Instructor/Clinical Scholar. NO EXCEPTIONS. Thereafter, RN associates can 
assist and observe student medication administration (only to the staff nurse’s assigned patient) at the 
discretion and specific request of the Preceptor/Instructor/Clinical Scholar. 
 
All medications administered by students must be co-signed on the eMAR in the patient room, by either the 
Preceptor/Instructor/Clinical Scholar or the staff RN when requested to supervise the student’s medication 
administration. 
 
With direct, visual supervision by the Preceptor/Instructor/Clinical Scholar, students can administer 
medications using the following routes: 

1. Oral 
2. Intramuscular (IM) injections 
3. Subcutaneous (SQ) 
4. Intravenous (IV) at the discretion of the Preceptor/Instructor/Clinical Scholar and as with all medication 

administration, only in the presence of the Preceptor/Instructor/Clinical Scholar with direct, visual supervision 
 IV push or bolus, via a syringe connected to the IV access device followed by flushing with a second fluid 
 Piggyback 
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 Central lines, including implanted ports, tunneled catheters and PICCs. All SCL Health Denver Care Sites 
policies and procedures for care and maintenance of the line and special flushes must be followed. 

 Pre-licensure students can monitor certain continuous IV infusions (e.g. heparin, electrolytes) under the 
direct supervision of their Preceptor/Instructor/Clinical Scholar 

 
Students can administer controlled substances such as narcotics using the following guidelines: 
 
Removal of controlled substances from the Automated Medication Dispensing Cabinet 
 
The patient’s primary nurse (or in the absence of the primary nurse if he/she is temporarily unavailable, 
another SCL Health Denver Care Sites RN such as the SSC) must remove the controlled substance 
from the Automated Medication Dispensing Cabinet. Neither pre-licensure nursing students, nor 
instructors from nursing schools can remove narcotics or other controlled substances from the 
Automated Medication Dispensing Cabinet under any circumstance. 
 
Handling controlled substances 
 

Wasting 
• If any controlled substance must be wasted (e.g. partial dose), the primary nurse must waste in 

the presence of another RN (including clinical instructors), per policy. Students cannot serve as 
a witness to any wasting of narcotics. 
 

Maintaining possession 
• The primary nurse must not let the controlled substance leave his/her possession or direct 

observation. Thus, the primary nurse cannot give a controlled substance to an instructor to give 
to the student to give to the patient. 
 

Returning unbroken, packaged controlled substances to the Automated Medication 
Dispensing Cabinet  
• Should a controlled substance not be given due to patient refusal, etc, it may be returned to the 

Automated Medication Dispensing Cabinet if it is unopened. The primary nurse must return the 
medication in the presence of another RN, per policy. 

 
Administration of controlled substances to patients 
Students can prepare and administer narcotics and other controlled substances under the direct 
supervision of an RN. The patient’s primary nurse must observe the administration. Ideally, the clinical 
instructor from their school would also observe the medication administration for teaching purposes. 

 
Documentation of administration of controlled substances 

a. If the primary nurse directly observes the student nurse administering the medication in the 
absence of the clinical instructor, the primary nurse will co-sign the student’s documentation 
of the given med. 

b. If the clinical instructor observes the medication administration, either the primary nurse or 
the instructor can co-sign the MAR with the student. 

 
If the controlled substance is for pain control, the student is obligated to document the pain assessment/ 
reassessment per policy. 
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Students NEVER perform any skill or procedure that falls outside of the Registered Nurse Scope of Practice, 
as defined by the Colorado State Board of Nursing. 
 
Students do not perform any of the following skills or procedures: 

 
STUDENTS DO NOT: 
Take physician telephone or verbal orders 
Witness patient signatures on consents 
Transcribe chart orders 
Retrieve blood products from the blood bank 
Administer or be the second person in the 2-person bedside check of blood or total 
parenteral nutrition (TPN) 
Discontinue a central line 
Recommend OTC drugs/treatments/therapies 
Perform endotracheal intubation 
Perform arterial blood gas (ABG) puncture 
Provide care to TB patients unless fit tested for mask 
Perform any invasive procedures on each other or staff person 
Perform any task that requires certification or advanced instruction (i.e. arterial blood gas 
puncture, chemotherapy, removal of PICC/Central lines, telemetry, glucose monitoring)  
Initiate invasive monitoring 
Any policy and/or procedure that facility restricts student from performing 
Any skill/procedure not covered in nursing lab 
 

 
Students do not participate in any of the following medication administration activities. 

 
STUDENTS DO NOT: 
Administer intrathecal meds 
Initiate, monitor or change the rate of PCA or epidural analgesia pumps 
Administer high-risk medications that require a dual sign-off, such as 

 Chemotherapeutic/Biotherapy drugs 
 IV heparin 
 IV insulin drips 

Total Parenteral Nutrition (TPN) 
Paralytic agent drips 
IV vasoactive medications 
Any emergency cardiac medication in response to an acute crisis 
Solely monitor patient following conscious sedation 
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