
Enhancing Our ICU
for Today’s Needs

Mission
We reveal and foster God’s healing love by improving 
the health of the people and communities we serve, 
especially those who are poor and vulnerable. 
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Liz Romine’s life changed in a split second, doing what she loved 
best…riding horses.  Liz moved to Montana to attend Rocky Mountain 
College for that very reason, their amazing equestrian program. 
On September 9, 2015, while riding one of the horses, Liz was bucked 
off and rolled over. This horrific accident landed Liz in the ICU at 
St. Vincent Healthcare with a traumatic brain injury.  Liz spent 10 days in 
the ICU. Her mother and father sat by her side daily as Liz fell in and out 
of consciousness. Karen, her mother, would feel a squeeze from time 
to time as Liz woke up in the most critical care unit of the hospital. 
As Christians, Liz’s parent’s kept their faith. John Jamison, a chaplain 
at St. Vincent Healthcare, comforted the family and prayed with them. 
He recommended churches they could attend and even hooked Liz’s 
father up with a road bike so that he could continue his race training 
while in Billings.  

Liz’s care in the ICU was outstanding. The care team at St. Vincent 
Healthcare’s ICU is unprecedented.  Liz was able to leave the ICU 
on September 19, although her road to recovery was not over and 
daunting, she was alive and on the mend…

“ Today, Liz is home, still undergoing outpatient therapy. 
 She pulled through…and did so because of the level 
 of care and quality of treatment she received.”
       – Jeff Romine, Liz’s dad

Liz Romine’s Story  
Inspiring a Bold Vision for the Future 

“The wound is the place 
 where the light enters.”
      –  Rumi
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Quality Care  
At St. Vincent Healthcare, we focus on a patient and family centered 
philosophy of care.  We are proud to be the only hospital in the Billings 
area with a 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 days a year in-house 
Intensivist physician. These inpatient physicians work to ensure that 
your loved one is well-monitored in our ICU, with the ultimate goal 
of helping patients get to a healthy outcome. Yet while you may 
be surrounded by state-of-the-art equipment and skilled medical 
professionals, we recognize that those who are closest to the patient 
remain the expert on their loved one; their values, fears, beliefs, 
priorities, hopes and dreams.  

Healing Environment
If you were to walk into the ICU for the very first time, you would quickly 
realize that real life trauma is not at all like television. It is chilling. In 
addition to quality care, your loved one will need time to let their body 
rest and get over the shock of becoming ill. Studies show that a healing 
environment supports the speed and likelihood of a positive recovery.  
Natural lighting, noise control, and adequate space for family and the 
medical team all contribute to a positive healing environment.  

Infection Control
You’ve recognized that family plays an integral role in the healing team 
and that your loved one is in good hands, and now it’s imperative to 
know the risk of infection. Infections have been recognized as a critical 
problem affecting the quality of healthcare and a principle source of 
adverse healthcare outcomes. Patients hospitalized in ICUs are 5 to 10 
times more likely to acquire an infection than other hospital patients.  

Today’s CHALLENGE

“Unselfish and noble actions 
 are the most radiant pages 
 in the biography of souls.”
      –  David Thomas



St. Vincent Healthcare 
is proud to be the only 
hospital in the Billings 
area with a 24 hour, 
7 days a week, 365 
days a year in-house 
Intensivist Physician.

 
The current ICU was 
state of the art when 
it was built in 1975.  
Now, 40 years later 
we need to modernize 
our ICU to coincide 
with the exceptional 
care the patients are 
provided by their 
nurses, physicians 
and staff.

 
The renovation will 
add approximately 
3,000 square feet 
to the current ICU.  
Specifically 150 square 
feet to each patient 
room to allow a 
healing environment.  
It is proven that the 
presence of family 
members at the 
bedside helps the 
healing process and 
reduces anxiety.

 
Currently the average 
daily ICU census is 
12.5 patients. Studies 
in Billings and the 
surrounding area 
have projected that 
in 10 years there will 
be a need for 20 
beds in our ICU. The 
renovation will allow 
for 24 patient rooms.

The interior of a current ICU patient room.

The current ICU nursing station.



The ICU renovation 
will cost approximately 
$17 million. The St. 
Vincent Healthcare 
Foundation has 
partnered with 
St. Vincent Healthcare 
to transform the ICU 
by raising $2.5 million 
of these funds.

Larger rooms will not 
only  accommodate 
family but also larger 
caregiver teams and 
new technology.

It is proven that natural 
light improves the 
healing process.  All 
24 rooms will have 
a window to allow 
natural light to help 
heal each patient.

In 1975, hospitals 
used the “Provider 
Driven Care” model.  
Healthcare has 
evolved and the new 
ICU has a “Patient 
Driven Care” model.

Construction is 
estimated to start 
in Fall 2016 and 
is projected to be 
completed by the 
Fall of 2018.

The current ICU waiting room.

The current ICU waiting room.





We’ll be here when you need us; can we count on you too?   
Now that you have a better understanding of how our ICU will help 
heal your loved one, will you help us to improve their experience?  
Built in 1975, the current ICU was a state-of-the-art medical facility in 
its day. Now, 40 years later, our current facility does not meet today’s 
standards. Many of us take for granted that healthcare will be accessible 
and innovative when we need it, and at St. Vincent Healthcare we 
recognize that a modern ICU is critical to providing the highest quality 
of care. We can’t do it alone; we need your help. We are grateful 
for your generosity as we fulfill our mission of benefiting the healing 
ministry of St. Vincent Healthcare.

Rising to the Challenge - $2.5 million 
St. Vincent Healthcare in partnership with St. Vincent Healthcare 
Foundation is expanding and transforming the ICU. This renovation is 
$17+ million of which St. Vincent Healthcare Foundation is dedicated 
to raising $2.5 million.  

The resulting new ICU will enlarge and modernize the intensive care 
patient rooms. This additional space will provide enhanced privacy 
and comfort for our patients and their families and also serve to 
accommodate the advanced equipment, monitoring systems and 
in-room computerized medical records utilized in today’s bedside 
care. Larger teams of caregivers working with our patients and their 
families at the bedside require this additional space to achieve the best 
possible outcomes.  

Our innovative plan arranges these new rooms into highly efficient 
patient units which allow patients to recover in expanded private rooms 
where loved ones can join them during the most challenging of times.  

Rising to the CHALLENGE 

“ When we give cheerfully   
 and accept gratefully, 
 everyone is blessed.”
      –  Maya Angelou
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T H A N K  YO U

Dear Dr. Spanjian,

I can’t thank you enough for the care you gave my brother. 

Although he was down and out, you gave him the same 

excellent care as your more fortunate patients. You clearly 

respected his life, and did everything you could. You, and 

the ICU staff, treated him with dignity. 

Thank you, too, for communicating with us so honestly 

and directly. Your ICU staff was wonderful to call us with 

updates until we could get to Billings. And you were all 

so supportive and respectful of our grief.  

I came across this quote yesterday by the Indian poet, 

Rabindranath Tagore: “Death is not extinguishing the 

light, It is putting out the lamp because dawn has come.”  

Let it be true.

With warm regards,

Anonymous Grateful Family

Kris Spanjian, MD
St. Vincent Healthcare

Intensivist Physician, 
Critical Care



Learn how you can help the Intensive Care Unit.
St. Vincent Healthcare Foundation
406-237-3600 www.svfoundation.org

“ It’s not how much we give 
 but how much love 
 we put into giving.”    

       –  Mother Teresa




