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Cancer Committee 2018 Chairman’s Report
This has been a very successful year for the oncology program at St. 
Vincent, as our commitment to expanding our services to cancer patients 
in the area continues at a rapid pace.

At St. Vincent, we participate in moving cancer care forward by providing 
access to the latest clinical trials run by research cooperative groups 
and biotech firms.  Our research group is constantly meeting with 
representatives of pharmaceutical and biotech companies to increase our 
portfolio.

In 2018 we saw the expansion of the cancer navigator program to help 
our patients through the full trajectory of their care.  We have seen the 
results of our commitment to lung cancer screening, with a 54% increase 
in low dose CT screening tests.  A brand new mobile mammogram coach 
will ensure that women in our rural and underserved areas have access to state-of-the-
art screening for breast cancer.  We’ve also added two radiation oncologists who have 
expertise in sterotactic radiosurgery and high-dose rate brachytherapy to direct our 
efforts in radiation oncology.

Cancer patients know all too well that treatment involves not only physical toxicity, but 
emotional and financial stress as well.  St. Vincent has responded to these challenges by 
bringing on additional financial counselors, expanding the behavioral health program, 
and approving a new social worker to assist patients and their families.

Those of us who have been oncology professionals over the past several decades are 
continually amazed at the advances we see every day in the treatment of cancer patients.  
We continue to see real hope for the future of cancer care because of our investments 
made in research and the expansion of supportive care services for our patients.

Patrick Cobb, MD, FACP 
Chairman, St. Vincent Healthcare Cancer Committee 

Oncology Research Director, St. Vincent Healthcare 

Medical Director, St. Vincent Frontier Cancer Center

Patrick Cobb, MD, FACP
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Accreditations 
St. Vincent Frontier 
Cancer Center has been 
continuously accredited 
by the American College 
of Surgeons Commission 
on Cancer (CoC), National 
Accreditation Program for 
Breast Cancer (NAPBC), 
and The Quality Oncology Practice Initiative (QOPI).  The goals of these accreditations 
are for cancer centers to demonstrate commitment to quality care, to improve patient 
outcomes across all domains of cancer care, dedicate resources to provide the 
screening, prevention treatment and support services, and to use data to serve as the 
basis for quality improvement. 

American College of Radiology Accreditation  
Breast Imaging Center of Excellence

The American College of Radiology (ACR) recognizes the Breast 
Care Center as a Breast Imaging Center of Excellence (BICOE) 
for seeking and earning accreditation in all of the ACR’s extensive breast-imaging accreditation programs and 
modules in addition to the mandatory Mammography Accreditation Program.

ACR Mammographic Imaging Services 
ACR Stereotactic Breast Biopsy Imaging Services 
ACR Breast Ultrasound Imaging Services

• ACR Computerized Tomography (CT)

• ACR Ultrasound

• ACR Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI)

• Clinical Laboratory Improvement Amendment 
(ALIA)

• College of American Pathologists (CAP)

• AABB (an international, not-for-profit association 
representing individuals and institutions involved 
in the field of transfusion medicine and cellular 
therapies)

• US Department of Health and Human Services 
Certified Mammography Facility
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Yellowstone Breast Center
Recognized as a Breast Imaging Center of Excellence by the American College of Radiology for 
demonstrating excellence in breast imaging by successfully achieving accreditation in 3D Tomosynthesis 
mammography, stereotactic/tomo breast biopsy, breast ultrasound and ultrasound guided breast biopsy, 
the St Vincent Breast Center is dedicated to total breast health.

The St Vincent Breast Center served over 10,000 women in 2018, diagnosing 140 women 
with breast cancer. 

The St Vincent Breast Center’s Mobile Mammography coach traveled within a 300 mile radius in 2018 to 
reach 3000 women. 60 sites were visited, with many being rural areas, bringing Screening Mammography 
to patients that otherwise would not be able to have the opportunity to have their mammograms. In 2018 
the Mobile Mammography coach screened 14 women who were found to have breast cancer. Annual 
screening mammograms are recommended for women beginning at the age of 40.

To schedule your appointment, please call 406-237-4373.



4

Clinical Trials and Research
St. Vincent Frontier Cancer Center’s research program is proud to offer 
patients the opportunity to participate in state-of-art cancer clinical trials as 
part of their cancer treatment. Clinical trials play a key role in the development 
of new ways to prevent, detect and treat cancer. Clinical trials allow patients 
access to the latest cutting-edge and innovative cancer therapies not found 
anywhere else in the world. Most all cancer treatments used today are the 
results of past clinical trials.

At St. Vincent Frontier Cancer Center, we understand that a successful 
research program requires a multidisciplinary team approach and 
engagement. A team of medical professionals, including medical 
oncologists, radiation oncologists, surgeons, radiologists, pathologists, 
pharmacists, nurses, research coordinators, regulatory coordinators, social 
workers, patient navigators, and genetic counselors work together to provide 
high-quality care to all patients who participate in clinical research studies.

St. Vincent Frontier Cancer Center’s dedicated Clinical Research team discusses clinical trials with patients 
as part of their treatment options. The team provides general information about participating as well 
as study-specific information to patients who are interested in taking part in clinical trials. The research 
coordinators work closely with the patient’s physician to coordinate care, enrollment, and treatment. 

2018 has been an exciting year for St. Vincent Frontier Cancer 
Center. In 2018 we had 30 available pharmaceutical 

sponsored clinical trials open to accrual and were 
awarded 15 new studies. In 2018, 37% of patients seen 

at St. Vincent Frontier Cancer Center participated in a 
clinical trial.  Other areas of growth this year include 

our research program becoming part of SCL 
Health Research, which has 5 additional care sites 
participating in research. This further expands 

our access and options for patients. Additionally, 
we became members of the Colorado Cancer Research 

Program which gives us access to National 
Cancer Institute clinical trials. There is much to 

be excited about in Oncology research and we 
look forward to maintaining a robust portfolio of 

the latest innovative cancer treatments.

Tina Erhardt, MSc, CCRP 
Regional Director of 
Research –Montana Region 
SCL Health
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Patient Navigation
Based on our Community Needs Assessment, in 2018 the St. Vincent Cancer Committee focused our 
Patient Navigation Process on patients with geography/transportation needs.  Montana being the 3rd 
most frontier state in the nation, many oncology patients live outside of Billings.  Some patients travel 
to town for doctor appointments as well as treatments.  In 2018, we looked at expanding our telehealth 
services so that patients wouldn’t necessarily need to travel to Billings each time.

In 2018:

• Expanded our low dose CT counseling with 
Hardin patients

• Increased Telehealth visits by Medical 
Oncologist with patients in Miles City and 
Powell by 100 patients (compared to 2017)

• Genetic Counselor started providing genetic 
counseling appointments, as needed, over the 
phone for patients in Butte and Miles City

Additional assistance provided:

Overall the Oncology Patient Navigators at St. 
Vincent’s were able to provide patients with a total 
of $12,022 in assistance through the following 
organizations: PEAKS, Chase Hawks, St. Vincent 
Foundation, Wake Up Lake Up (MC), Tough 
Enough to Wear Pink Central Montana.

• The ACS Navigator at St. Vincent Frontier 
Cancer Center was able to provide the 
following resources to patients in 2018:

• 67 Financial Assistance applications were 
processed, totaling $24, 681.67

• 235 gas cards were provided ($30 each), 
totaling $7,050

• 38 wigs provided
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Tumor Board 
St. Vincent Healthcare offers regular multidisciplinary tumor conferences to review cases of newly 
diagnosed cancer patients.  In accordance with National Comprehensive Cancer Network (NCCN) 
guidelines, clinic physicians then render a second opinion to guide care.  The medical teams that 
participate in this multidisciplinary approach are dedicated to continued improvement in the quality, 
efficacy and efficiency of patient care and services at St. Vincent Healthcare.  

Tumor Conference Hosted at St. Vincent Healthcare in 2018: The multidisciplinary tumor conference 
includes but is not limited to: medical oncologists, radiation oncologists, surgeons, pathologists, and 
radiologists.  The tumor conference team reviewed 227 cases in 2018 (27% of prospective cases).

General Tumor Conference: Wednesday’s at 7 a.m.

Breast Tumor Conference: Wednesday’s at 7:30 a.m.
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St. Vincent Low-dose Lung Screening
St. Vincent Healthcare offers low-dose lung CT scans as a screening test for lung cancer with the intent to 
catch lung cancer early before symptoms occur.  

The lung screens are intended for individuals that are: 

• 55-77 * years old

• Have at least a 30- pack year history of smoking- (a pack year is calculated by multiplying the number of 
packs smoked per day by the number of years an individual has smoked).

• Still actively smoking or someone that has quit in the last 15 years.

• Individuals must be asymptomatic of lung cancer to be screened

* Insurance coverage varies- most insurances cover this as a preventative screen, and some private 
insurances will allow facilities to screen patients up to 80 years of age

In 2018 St. Vincent Healthcare screened 300 patients and 181 of those patients were new to the 
screening program.  This is a 54% increase in patients from 2017.  Of those screened, 4 patients were 
diagnosed with lung cancer and were treated with surgery and/or Cyber knife.  Also, 1 patient from the 
screening was diagnosed with an aneurysm.

0 50 100 150 200 250 300

2017 194
PATIENTS SCREENED

2018 300
PATIENTS SCREENED

54%
PATIENTS SCREENED

As a benefit to the lung screenings we also have a Multidisciplinary Lung Nodule Committee that meets 
every 2 weeks to ensure best treatment options for patients.  This team consists of skilled surgeons, 
pulmonologists, radiation oncologists, radiologists, staff from the research team, and lung nurse 
navigator.  

Some advantages of this multidisciplinary committee are:

• Fostering collaboration of physicians during treatment planning

• Expeditious referral process for the patients

• Patients are then provided with clear information about their diagnosis, treatment and possible 
outcomes

To learn more about Lung Cancer Screening you may contact our Lung Nurse Navigator at 
(406)-238-6302 or www.sclhealth.org/locations/st-vincent-healthcare/services/cancer/
types/lung-thoracic/
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Cancer Registry
The Cancer Registry at Saint Vincent Healthcare abstracted 831 analytical cases for the year 2017.  This is 
an increase of 85 cases, or 11% from 2016. 

Analytical cases are newly diagnosed cancer cases that meet the following criteria.

The cancer was: 

1) Diagnosed

2) Diagnosed and treated 

3) Diagnosed elsewhere and treated at Saint Vincent Healthcare. 

The top five cancers in 2017 were breast, prostate, lung, colorectal, and lymphoma.  The Cancer Registry 
database is a rich source of clinical cancer data information at St. Vincent Healthcare since 1980. The data 
fields include patient demographics, histology, tumor grade, AJCC stage of disease at diagnosis, tumor 
markers, tumor size, regional lymph node status, first course of therapy, annual follow-up, vital status and 
more.

Over the past year, SVH cancer registry converted to CRStar cancer registry software, a web-based 
program.   The SCLHS Cancer Registry team has been able to provide support for all SCLHS Colorado/
Montana Hospitals.

Primary Site Total Sex AJCC Stage

M F 0 I II III IV Unk N/A

All Sites 831 436 395 62 201 142 81 135 88 122

Breast 162 1 161 20 76 41 9 6 10 0

Prostate 103 103 0 0 28 36 13 10 16 0

Lung 85 48 37 0 19 11 14 39 2 0

Colorectal 79 53 26 2 10 16 15 26 10 0

Lymphoma 74 36 38 0 20 12 10 16 16 0
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Leading Sites of New Cancer Cases by Gender

Estimated New Cases*

MALE FEMALE

Body Site SVH% SVH# US(Est) SVH% SVH# US(Est) Body Site

Prostate 25% 108 19% 41% 161 30% Breast

Lung & Bronchus 11% 48 14% 9% 37 13% Lung & Bronchus

Colon & Rectum 12% 53 9% 7% 26 7% Colon

Urinary Bladder 7% 30 7% 2% 6 7% Uterine Corpus

Melanoma of the Skin 6% 28 6% 3% 10 5% Thyroid

Kidney & Renal Pelvis 3% 14 5% 4% 15 4% Melanoma of the Skin

Non-Hodgkin Lymphoma 4% 18 5% 5% 19 4% Non-Hodgkin Lymphoma

Oral Cavity & Pharynx 2% 10 4% 3% 10 3% Pancreas

Leukemia 4% 19 4% 4% 17 3% Leukemia

Liver & Intrahepatic Bile Duct 2% 8 4% 2% 9 3% Kidney & Renal Pelvis

All Sites 436 856,370 395 878,980 All Sites
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