
Having a baby can be one of the most exciting times in your life. 

But with all this excitement and anticipation, there can also be worry about health  problems or birth defects. All pregnant women 
are offered testing as well as  an ultrasound around 20 weeks to check for chromosome problems, and to make sure that your baby is 
developing. This handout outlines some of the available tests. Your OB provider along with our physicians and genetic counselors at 
the Maternal-Fetal Medicine Center are here to help you decide which tests might be best for you.

The screening options below help determine if there is a higher or lower risk for certain birth defects. If a result is screen positive 
you may wish to have a diagnostic test for further evaluation. 

TEST** Quad Screen* First Screen* Sequential Screen*

Cell-Free Fetal 
DNA analysis 
(Non-Invasive 

Prenatal Testing)

Benefit Standard testing Early testing
Early testing with higher 
detection

Earlier testing with 
highest detection

Involves
Maternal blood draw 
only

Maternal blood draw 
combined with nuchal 
translucency ultrasound

Two-part test: maternal 
blood draw and nuchal 
translucency ultrasound, plus 
additional maternal blood 
draw in the second trimester

Maternal blood draw 
only
(Generally not 
covered by insurance 
for low risk population 
or multiple gestations)

Timing 15 to 21 weeks 11 to 13 weeks
11 to 13 weeks, plus 15 to 21 
weeks

Available any time 
after 10 weeks 

Results

Estimates the chance of 
Down syndrome, trisomy 
18 and open neural tube 
defects (NTD)

Estimates the chance 
of Down syndrome and 
trisomy 18

Estimates the chance of 
Down syndrome, trisomy 
18 and open neural tube 
defects (ONTD)

Estimates if Down 
syndrome, trisomy 
18 and trisomy 13 
are present. Some 
versions can look for 
other chromosome 
problems as well

Detection Rates
Down syndrome: 77-81%
Trisomy 18: 80%
NTD: 80%

Down syndrome: 83%
Trisomy 18: 80%

Down syndrome: 90%
Trisomy 18: 90%
NTD: 80%

Down syndrome: 
99%
Trisomy 18:96-99%
Trisomy 13:80-99%
XY Abnormality: 67-
99%

CPT codes

•  82105
•  82677
•  84702
•  86336

Ultrasound Codes: 
•  76813
•  76801

Blood Codes:
•  84163
•  84702

Ultrasound Codes: 
•  76813
•  76801
Blood Codes:
   1st trimester
   •  84163
   •  84702
   2nd trimester
   •  82105 •  84702
   •  82677 •  86336

81420 
OR 
81507 and 81599 
(Harmony test only)

    

*Choose only one screening test. It is not necessary to do more than one of these.
**Not all insurance companies cover these tests. Please contact your insurance company to determine your specific eligibility and benefits



Diagnostic testing is a highly accurate ways to check for chromosome or genetic disorders.

TEST** CVS (Chorionic Villus Sampling) Amniocentesis

Benefit Offers slightly earlier testing Slightly lower risk of miscarriage

Involves
Small piece of the placenta is taken. 
Ultrasound guides either an abdominal or 
vaginal procedure

Small amount of amniotic fluid is taken. 
Ultrasound guides an abdominal procedure

Risk 1 in 200 chance of miscarriage 1 in 300-500 chance of miscarriage

Timing
First trimester
11 to 13 weeks

Second trimester
Over 15 weeks

Results
Detects any major chromosome problem 
with greater than 99% accuracy. Can also 
test for other genetic conditions.

Detects any major chromosome problem with 
greater than 99% accuracy. Can also test for 
other genetic conditions.

CPT codes

  Procedure: 
   •  59015
   •  76946

  Lab: 
   •  88271
   •  88267 

  Procedure: 
   •  59400
   •  76946

  Lab: 
   •  88271
   •  88267

**Not all insurance companies cover these tests. Please contact your insurance company to determine your specific eligibility and benefits.

Insurance often covers the screening and/or diagnostic tests if you have a high risk pregnancy. Contact your insurance provider 
directly or the Maternal-Fetal Medicine Center for approximate coverage and costs.

Our Maternal-Fetal Medicine physicians and genetic counselors are available to help you understand the benefits and limitations of 
each test. It is important to remember these screening and diagnositc tests are optional, and you may choose to not have any prenatal 
testing at all. 

Please call the Maternal-Fetal Medicine Center at 
Saint Joseph Hospital with questions or to schedule an 

appointment with our providers: 303-318-2610

    


