
                     
  

 
1375 E 19

th
 Avenue, Denver, CO  80218    P 303-812-6437    F 303-812-5157    www.saintjosephdenver.org/foundation 

 

What To Support at The Saint Joseph Hospital Foundation 
 

When making a gift to the Saint Joseph Hospital Foundation, donors have the option to specify where they 

would like their gift to go, including: 

 

Where the Need Is Greatest 

Unrestricted gifts are an invaluable way to support the Saint Joseph Hospital Foundation.   

 

These gifts are not designated to any particular fund or program, but allow the foundation to be ready to 

capitalize on an opportunity to provide funds to areas with the most need at any time.  We greatly appreciate 

those who select this option when making a donation. 

 

Charity Care Programs 

In fulfillment of the shared mission with the Sisters of Charity of Leavenworth, Saint Joseph Hospital 

operates four outpatient clinics on campus for low-income, uninsured patients. 

 

The four clinics provide a continuum of care for more than 50,000 patient visits each year.  In a physician 

office setting, staff members provide preventative and acute care for low-income, uninsured patients. 

 

The Caritas Community Clinic is a residency clinic that has served the Saint Joseph Hospital 

community for over 60 years.  Two graduate medical education programs at Saint Joseph Hospital 

provide clinical services to adult patients in Caritas.  Internal Medicine residents provide primary 

care, disease management and preventative medicine to adult patients.  General surgery residents 

provide surgical consultation and post-op follow-up for patients who have been referred by primary 

care providers in the community.  The clinic is also a major provider of diagnostic and surgical 

Interventions to uninsured women who have been diagnosed with breast cancer.  

 

The Sister Joanna Bruner Family Medicine Center provides acute medical and preventative care 

for patients of all ages.  The clinic has a large juvenile practice; more than 40% of registered 

patients are between the ages of 1-18. 

 

The Certified Nurse-Midwife program delivered more than 490 babies last year at Saint Joseph 

Hospital and over a total of 5,800 since the practice began in November 2003.  Many patients 

appreciate the Centering Pregnancy program offered by the practice.  The program cares for 

women in a group setting where patients learn about the Midwife, as well as each other.  

 

Community Health & Wellness Programs 

Saint Joseph Hospital's community health programs range from disease prevention and early detection to 

educational programs that help individuals and families maintain healthy lifestyles.  The Saint Joseph 

Hospital Foundation’s support is essential to these programs, but is not limited to: 

 

Baby Bootique:  The Baby Bootique encourages expectant parents to seek early prenatal care, 

participate in prenatal and parenting education and adopt healthy lifestyle changes. 

 

The program focuses on low-income parents from the Hospital's two clinics offering obstetrical 
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services, the Seton Women's Center and the Family Medicine Center.  The goal is to encourage 

healthy behaviors and healthy babies.  Participants receive coupons that they can exchange for 

clothing, diapers, car seats and other necessities.  Among babies born to participants in the 

program, only 6.1% of babies were low birth weight (less than 5 pounds, 9 ounces).  Among clinic 

non-participating patients, 10.2% of babies were low birth weight.  The Colorado average for low 

birth weight is 9%.  Low birth weight infants are at greater risk for health problems than their normal 

birth weight peers. 

 

Baby's First Ride:  Baby's First Ride program offers families giving birth at Saint Joseph Hospital a 

free safety seat inspection to ensure that seats are installed correctly.  Parents are educated as to 

correct installation procedures.  If defective seats are found (for example, over-used hand-me-down 

seats), parents are informed immediately.  If parents cannot afford to purchase a new seat, one is 

provided at no cost. 

 

Every year, nearly 3,000 seats are inspected through the program.  Of those, more than 90% are 

found to have problems of varying degrees that would negatively affect the seat's performance in a 

crash.  Approximately once a year, the program manager hears from grateful parents who were 

involved in a serious automobile crash.  The parents credit Baby's First Ride with preventing their 

child's injuries in the crash. 

 

Boot Camp for New Dads:  Urging by expecting mothers is often the reason that first-time-

expectant fathers sign up for Boot Camp for New Dads, but post workshop surveys indicate that 

rookie dads are glad that they attended.  Another indication of the value that new dads perceive In 

the program is that nearly 1/3 returns as a "veteran" after their babies are both to help teach a new 

class of rookies.  The program emphasizes the important role that fathers play in their children's 

healthy development, teaches basic child care and child safety techniques and provides a sense of 

what to expect of newborn babies.  Boot Camp is open to all first-time expectant fathers.  To serve 

fathers in the community who most need support, the program partners with a variety of human 

services agencies, including Catholic Charities, The Conflict Center, Denver and Jefferson County 

Social Services and Jefferson County Family Court. 

 

Mobile Mammography Van:  For 10 years, Saint Joseph Hospital has operated a Mobile 

Mammography Van equipped with state-of-the-art digital mammography equipment.  By taking the 

van out into the community, we provide on-site mammograms to help reduce the barriers to health 

care that many women experience throughout Denver and its surrounding counties.  Patients who 

visit the van in the 18-county Denver service area receive the same level of care that we provide in 

our downtown Breast Care Center.  We work with patients who receive a positive result to help 

coordinate the next steps in diagnosis and treatment.  Our staff is bilingual and committed to 

educating patients on breast health. 

 

The Mobile Mammography Van is made possible through the Foundation's partnering with generous 

donors, including Susan G. Komen Colorado, The Salah Foundation and The Safeway Foundation. 

 

Education 

Saint Joseph Hospital has been training physicians since 1893 and is the largest private teaching program 

in the Rocky Mountain region.  Today, there are more than 100 resident physicians in training at Saint 

Joseph Hospital and we remain committed to providing the next generation of doctors and nurses the skills 
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and experience they need to become competent and patient-focused care providers. 

 

Nursing:  Saint Joseph Hospital's involvement in nursing education has a long and storied history.  

The Saint Joseph Hospital School of Nursing graduated approximately 1,750 nurses between 1900 

and 1970.  Today, the Hospital offers a robust nursing education program including the largest 

clinical scholars program in the city.  Nursing students from educational Institutions throughout the 

area come to the hospital for clinical training. 

 

The CPMG Healthcare Education Fund, a fund at the Saint Joseph Hospital Foundation, takes a 

unique approach to nursing recruitment and education.  In partnership with the Colorado 

Permanente Medical Group (CPMG) and SCL Health, the fund was established by physicians to 

address the nursing shortage.   Through this unique partnership, the fund has assisted with 

establishing an accelerated nursing degree program and skills lab at Metropolitan State University 

of Denver, a nursing skills lap, a clinical scholar program and, in partnership with Regis University, a 

dedicated education unit at Saint Joseph Hospital.  Annually, the fund also provides scholarships for 

nurses to advance their education in Bachelor’s and Master's Degree of Science in Nursing 

programs.  

 

Graduate Medical Education:  In 1892, the hospital’s medical staff voted to make provisions for a 

resident physician, establishing a 120-year tradition of Graduate Medical Education at Saint Joseph 

Hospital.  After its inception, the program grew steadily and in 1914 was among the first in the 

nation to be approved by the American Medical Association. 

 

Saint Joseph Hospital continues to be the largest private teaching hospital In Denver, and is 

committed to serving its patients with high quality care.  We attract the cream of the crop with 

medical students from all over the country who become leaders in their fields and communities.  

The teaching staff provides a tradition of caring that includes compassionate caregivers, stellar 

clinical expertise and the most advanced technology available.  Today, more than 100 residents are 

in training in one of our four accredited programs:  Family Medicine, Internal Medicine, 

Obstetrics/Gynecology and General Surgery. 

 

Our residency programs have the privilege of delivering high quality patient care in furtherance of 

the Sisters of Charity of Leavenworth's mission to care for the underserved.  The generosity of the 

Saint Joseph Hospital Foundation's donors and endowments allows excellent patient care to remain 

at the forefront of the work that our residents and faulty performs.  


