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Twenty years ago, Jose Duarte-
Garcia journeyed to the United 
States in search of the American 
dream. In his early 50s and with a 
wife and nine children to support, 
he found work laying asphalt and 
concrete. Long hours of standing, 
lifting and extreme outdoor elements  
wreaked havoc on his body and he 
soon required medical attention.

With no health insurance, Jose 
turned to Duchesne Clinic. He 
walked through our doors in 2003  
and has been a patient ever since. 

At first, our providers saw him 
for annual physicals, flu shots and 
for those occasional aches and 
pains. Later, he was diagnosed with 
diabetes and end-stage degenerative 
arthritis. Through it all, Duchesne 
Clinic has helped Jose be an active 

dad, grandpa and wage earner.
Duchesne Clinic helped Jose  

access a hip replacement and a knee 
replacement. These procedures 
helped him keep on his feet— 
earning a wage and caring for  
his family.

Nancy Mikhaeel, MD, focused 
on controlling his blood sugar and 
weight through healthy eating and 
exercise. Volunteer doctor, Derek 
Fickenscher, MD, helped with his 
shoulder pain.

“I’m thankful for Duchesne Clinic,”  
Jose said. “They’ve been here for 
me through the years. Without this 
clinic, I don’t know what I would 
have done.

“They’ve helped me stay healthy 
so I could work and provide for  
my family.”

Clinics Welcome 
Noonan

At Saint Vincent 
and Duchesne  
Clinics, we’re  
excited to welcome 
George M. Noonan 
as Interim  
Executive Director.

Noonan is a seasoned  
healthcare executive with more 
than 30 years of experience 
and is formerly the Chancellor 
of the Diocese of Kansas City-
St. Joseph. He has assumed the 
executive director role from  
Amy Falk, who recently resigned 
to accept another career  
opportunity.

“George’s experience and 
knowledge base of healthcare, 
stewardship, communications 
and development will help  
lead us through this period of 
transition,” said David Pringle, 
Senior Vice President of  
Mission Integration for SCL 
Health, which oversees the  
clinic ministries.

His board experience includes 
the Community Health Council 
of Wyandotte County, Catholic 
Health Association’s Mission 
Leader Advisory Council,  
Providence Place, Inc. and  
Physician Resources, Inc.,  
Kansas City, Kan.

Meet Jose
Your Support of Duchesne Clinic Keeps  
Him Healthy and Active
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Volunteer Nurse Mary Pat Sullivan laughs with Jose while checking his vital signs.
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Amy Falk, Executive Director of Caritas Clinics, Inc., 
recently resigned to pursue a new career opportunity. Falk 
first entered Duchesne Clinic’s doors as a Junior League 
volunteer in 1989—ready to help prepare the building 
for its first patients. Soon she was appointed to the Board 
of Directors. In 2001, she was hired as the Development 
Director and in 2006 was named the Executive Director of 
the clinics.

Under her leadership, the clinics underwent two successful  
capital building campaigns, as well as developed a number 
of collaborative relationships with community organizations.  
In addition, Falk implemented the first Continuous Quality 
Improvement process at the clinics.

L e A D e R S H I P  I N S I G H t S

“We will definitely miss Amy’s professionalism,  
compassion and caring spirit,” said Margaret Steele, Caritas 
Clinics, Inc. (Saint Vincent and Duchesne Clinics) Board 
Chair. “We thank her for her diligent work in making Saint 
Vincent and Duchesne Clinics a place where people feel at 
home, respected and receive excellent care.”

Falk Pursues New Career  
Opportunity

As we celebrate the 30th anniversary  
of Saint Vincent Clinic, I am delighted  
to take the helm of these tremendous  
community clinics.

Your generous support makes it  
possible for both Saint Vincent and  
Duchesne Clinics to meet our mission,  
providing care for thousands of uninsured  
patients, saving lives while bringing hope  
and healing to our neighbors in distress.

But our challenges are many, and in 2016, we will face one of our biggest  
challenges yet. The clinics will begin accepting patients who have insurance.  
For the first time, patients who “age into” Medicare will no longer have to leave 
our care. And patients who work hard to get and maintain Affordable Care Act 
insurance can continue to use the clinics as their medical homes.

As we stand at this crossroads, I am honored to help guide the clinics at this 
critical time in our history.

I look forward to getting to know each of you personally as we share in our 
lifesaving and life-affirming mission. Thank you for your trust and for your 
investment of heart, faith and funds in our mission.

 George M. Noonan
	 Interim	Executive	Director

George M. Noonan, Interim executive 
Director and Margaret Steele, Board Chair

David Pringle, SCL Health, George M. Noonan, Interim executive  
Director, Amy Falk, former executive Director, and Ken Homan, SCL 
Health, celebrate Falk’s career.

Care for 1,652 patients

Schedule 6,311 patient visits

Provide $1,572,000 

in free prescription medications

See 45 patients each day

Provide 18,508 coordinated 
medical support services

Clinic Counts

Because of donors like you, 
we are able to:

2015 annual data
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Call and
Response

Snowflake Streakers Raise $65,000 
for Saint Vincent Clinic

The one-mile event was held on  
Jan. 24 at the Riverfront Community 
Center and attracted walkers from all 
over the Kansas City metropolitan area.

Ron Romig, the 2016 Snowflake 
Streak Grand Marshal, attributes the 
event’s success to the many people 
who give their time and efforts. “We 
saw an outpouring of support from 
every sector of our community,” he 
said. “It was awesome and humbling 
to see how this community comes 
together to help those in need.

“This year, we were able to continue 
the momentum of this fundraising 
event because of the dedication of  
so many,” he added. “The teams were 
focused, competitive and creative.  
It really reflects the type of people  
we have living and working in  
Leavenworth County.”

To add to the fun, prizes were 
awarded to TenPenny Restaurant & 
Bar for the “Top Fundraising Team” 
Award; Saint Luke’s Cushing Hospital 

Leave a Lasting Legacy

Leaving a gift in your  
will or trust to Saint Vincent  
or Duchesne Clinics is a once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity to ensure those without  
healthcare have somewhere to turn for health,  
hope and healing—even after you’ve gone.

We will always remember you for your  
kindness and generosity.

to learn how easy it is to  
become a Legacy Society 
member, call Debbie at  
913-651-8860, ext. 113.

Our generous sponsors included
Presenting Sponsor  

Saint Luke’s Cushing Hospital

Start Line Sponsor  
Sisters of Charity of Leavenworth

Finish Line Sponsor  
Saint John Hospital

Pancake Breakfast Sponsor  
Country Club Bank

Beverage Station Sponsor  
Citizens Savings & Loan Assoc. 

Snowflake Streak Sponsors 
exchange National Bank & trust Co. 

Julius Kaaz Construction 
Kansas Gas Service 
Leavenworth times 

tenPenny Restaurant & Bar 
Walmart 

BKD LLP CPAs and Advisors 
Cereal Ingredients, Inc. 

Commerce Bank 
Great Western Manufacturing Co., Inc. 

DeGoler Pharmacy 
Geiger Ready Mix Co., Inc. 
Leavenworth Family Dental 

tire town, Inc. 
University of Saint Mary

Thanks to your generous support and participation, including more than 30 teams  

and 325 walkers, supporters and volunteers, the Third Annual Snowflake Streak 

benefiting Saint Vincent Clinic was the most successful walk to date. 

for “Biggest Team;” Heartland Dental 
for “Most Fun Team;” Citizens Savings 
& Loan Assoc. for “Good Citizens” 
Award; Cereal Ingredients, Inc. for 
“Sweetheart” Award; Country Club 
Bank for “Corporate Leadership” 
Award; and Sisters of Charity of  
Leavenworth for “MVP” Award.

Prior to the walk, participants 
warmed up with Zumba led by Karen 
Kohl and Kathy Barnett.

Saint Luke’s Cushing Hospital was the  
“Biggest team” with 46 members.

tenPenny Restaurant & Bar raised $8,301 
and was awarded “top Fundraising team.”



4   •   Spring 2016

“The annual fundraising breakfast 
attracted individuals, many who had 
little or no interaction with the clinics 
before, and because of our efforts are 
now more informed and inspired to 
support us financially,” said George M. 
Noonan, Interim Executive Director, 
Saint Vincent and Duchesne Clinics. 
“We couldn’t have done it without 
our generous sponsors Security Bank, 
Providence Medical Center and Saint 
John Hospital. And, we are always 

grateful to our multi-year Leadership  
Society donors who believe so strongly  
in our mission.

“We added four Leadership  
Society Donors from this year’s  
breakfast. We truly appreciate their 
special commitment to our patients 
today and into the future,” Noonan 
said. “Because of this ongoing  
commitment, a strong foundation has 
been laid for our patient care for the 
next five years.”

Clinics Host Health & Hope Breakfast,  Raise $73,000
More than 150 community supporters and friends of Saint Vincent and Duchesne Clinics  

recently attended the annual Celebration of Health & Hope Breakfast at KCI expo, Kansas City, Mo.,  

raising more than $73,000. Guests heard personal stories from staff and volunteers  

and watched an inspirational video featuring patients, staff and community partners.

B I t S  A N D  P I e C e S

Special thanks to  
Karalin McCain, emcee;  

Rev. Rick Behrens, invocation; 

Noriko Okahara, DO, and  

Mary Lew McCarty, testimonials; 

Ruth Noel, Clinic friend;  

Margaret Steele, Clinic Board 

Chair; George M. Noonan, 

Interim executive Director; and 

the Development Committee.

Pharmacist Donates Gift Cards
Duchesne Clinic’s pharmacist volunteer, Marguerite enlow (center), gives more than just  
her time. Recently, she stopped by and surprised Gloria Guerra (left), Duchesne Clinic  
manager, and Lisa Bara, RN, (right), with $500 worth of $5 Walmart gift cards. the gift  
cards are being given to poor and uninsured patients who need generic prescription  
medicines. Marguerite volunteers weekly to count and label donated medications.

Special thanks to Marguerite and her husband, Keith, for their generous spirits.  
Most of all, thank you Marguerite for sharing your time and talent with Duchesne!

Celebration of Health and Hope Speakers: Mary Lew McCarty, George 
M. Noonan, Noriko Okahara, DO, Margaret Steele, Ruth Noel, Rev. Rick 
Behrens and Karalin McCain. event sponsor and friend to the clinics, Security Bank.
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Beth Scanlon  
raises funds for  

Saint Vincent 
Clinic at the  
St. Patrick’s  
Day Parade.

Roy Robinson,  
Dalyn Schmitt,  

Mary Lew McCarty 
and Andrea thomas 

Ramsey at the  
Duchesne Health  

and Hope tour.

Sister Ann McGuire,  

a Sister of Charity  

of Leavenworth,  

died Nov. 19, 2015  

at the age of 76. 

After earning degrees 
from Saint Mary College, 
Leavenworth, University of 
Dayton and Boston College, 
she taught and was principal  
at parochial elementary 
schools across the West and 
Midwest for 31 years.

Responding to the call 
to serve the poor more 
directly, she moved into the 
healthcare ministry as the 
administrator of Caritas 
Clinics and served in that 
position until 2005. We 
remember her fondly; she 
will be missed.

Remembering 
Sister Ann  
McGuire, SCL

Pastor Rick 
Behrens  

offers an 
invocation  

at the  
breakfast.

LaNora Hughes and Charlie Beeby, SCL.

Representatives from 
Providence Medical 
Center, event  
sponsors and guests 
Sue Mann, Sheila  
eubank, Nancy 
Bauder, Carol Kenton 
and Kathie Conwell, 
seated; and Brent 
Mueller and Randy 
Nyp, standing.

three amazing women who bring our mission to 
life daily! Kathleen Henscheid, SCL (center),  
congratulates Mary Lew McCarty and Noriko  
Okahara, DO, on their wonderful testimonial  
stories at the Celebration of Health and Hope.
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VO LU N t e e R  S P Ot L I G H t

Registered Nurse 
Brings Expertise  
to Volunteer Role

Sherry McCune’s training as a registered nurse comes in handy as  
a volunteer at Duchesne Clinic. Sherry volunteers weekly in the clinic’s 
Sample Medication Room—checking expiration dates of the over- 
the-counter and prescription medications. With shelves of lifesaving 
medications, Sherry knows her work is critical to the well-being  
of patients.

“Quality is a top priority at our clinic,” said George M. Noonan, 
Interim Executive Director. “Sherry plays a vital role in ensuring  
medications are properly labeled and up to date. Our providers  
appreciate Sherry’s organizational efforts which make it possible to 
always find what they need when they need it.”

Sherry has spent a lifetime helping people in area hospitals  
including Bethany Medical Center, the old Saint Mary’s, Menorah  
and Shawnee Mission.

Today, Sherry is an active member of Saint Agnes Church, serving  
as a Eucharistic minister, lector and visiting the homebound and 
bringing communion. 

“I’ve always been comfortable working with the poor, and it’s really 
gratifying for me to continue to use my nursing knowledge to help  
the staff and patients of Duchesne Clinic.”

 MArK YOur CALENDAr

 June 22, 2016

 Saint Vincent Health and Hope tour, 12 to 1 p.m.

 July 27, 2016

 Duchesne Health and Hope tour, 12 to 1 p.m.

 August 24, 2016

 Saint Vincent Health and Hope tour, 12 to 1 p.m.

 September 28, 2016

 Duchesne Health and Hope tour, 12 to 1 p.m.

 October 26, 2016

 Saint Vincent Health and Hope tour, 12 to 1 p.m.

Our Health & Hope tours are a great way to invite new 
people to learn more about the clinics and our mission.  
Help us be the voice in the community and spread the word.  
think about your friends, family, colleagues and others and 
extend a special invite to them. It’s as easy as I, 2, 3.

1. Who is in your circle? Friends, family, co-workers, your 
book club, the church committee, or your biking club?

2. Extend an invitation to attend one of the clinics’ 
monthly, one-hour tours. (See calendar at right.)

3. Call Debbie Sparks at 913-651-8860 and make 
a reservation.

It’s that easy. You are always welcome to come on a tour 
yourself, or with your guests.

Be a voice in the community  
and spread the word about our clinics…
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Margaret Steele, Chair
Kansas Gas Service

Brent Mueller, Vice Chair
Commerce Bank

Sister Nancy Bauman, Secretary
Sisters of Charity of Leavenworth

Adele Ducharme, Treasurer
Saint Luke’s Cushing Hospital

Kathleen (Kathie) Conwell 
Providence Medical Center/ 

Saint John Hospital

Broderick Crawford 
NBC Community  

Development Corporation

Samuel L. Dandar, MD 
Saint Luke’s Medical Group-Cushing

Ken Homan, PhD 
SCL Health System

Marcus (Marc) McCarty 
Gilmore & Bell, P.C.

Anita Messer, rN, BS 
Community Volunteer

rosemary Podrebarac 
Attorney at Law

Nicole Siebenmorgen 
Fort Leavenworth

rita Swann 
Hallmark Cards, Retired

Patrice Townsend, KPPAE 
Kansas City Board of Public Utilities

Ex Officio
George M. Noonan 

Interim executive Director  
Caritas Clinics

Saint Vincent Clinic 
818 N. 7th St. 

Leavenworth, KS 66048

913-651-8860
www.saintvincentclinic.org

Duchesne Clinic 
636 Tauromee 

Kansas City, KS 66101

913-321-2626
www.duchesneclinic.org

IN CeLeBRAtION OF SAINt VINCeNt’S 30 YeARS OF SeRVICe

“Stock Up for Spring” for 
Saint Vincent Patients
the staff and volunteers of Saint Luke’s Cushing Hospital recently held a 

“Stock Up for Spring” Supply Drive to collect over-the-counter medications for  

Saint Vincent Clinic in celebration of their 30 years of service in Leavenworth, Kan.

Saint Luke’s Cushing Hospital staff and volunteers.

Supply Drive leaders were Natosha Hughes, Radiology  
Technologist, and Patricia Lindsey, Registered Nurse, who  
creatively named their hospital campaign, “The Biggest Winner.” Hospital  
departments were divided into two teams and were encouraged to bring in  
non-prescription medications.

The winner was the “Blue Team,” led by Hughes with 179 items. The “Red Team,”  
led by Lindsey, collected 114 items. The final total was more than 300 boxes of 
non-prescription medications.

Individuals and groups interested in scheduling a Saint Vincent Supply Drive 
can contact Debbie Sparks at 913-651-8860.

Superhero Band-Aids!
Bryce Fullen collected 1,000 superhero 

Band-Aids for the patients of Saint Vincent 
Clinic. Instead of gifts for his 8th birthday, 

Bryce asked his friends to collect bandages 
for our patients. He said he could not have 

done this without the support of his  
awesome friends. Way to go Bryce!

Pictured left to right are Briana Cavinaw, Clinic  
Manager, Micah Fullen and Bryce Fullen.
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818 N. 7th Street, Leavenworth, KS 66048

Clinic Staff  
Serves Breakfast  

at St. Paul’s
Staff at Duchesne and Saint Vincent Clinics  

recently joined forces with other community  
groups and served a healthy breakfast to the poor 

and homeless at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church of  
Kansas City, Kan. Thanks to our awesome staff  
for volunteering their morning to help others.  
We also shared information about our clinics’  

services. More than 150 received a hot breakfast  
and a “meal in a box” for dinner.

No matter where you are across  
the United States, federal employees  
can support us through CFC.  
Our numbers are…

DC: 93906             SV: 13696


